What the Students
Say about the DLC
The DLC is a semi self-contained gifted program that
emphasizes higher order thinking skills such as
critical thinking and creativity through a
collaborative interdisciplinary project-based learning
environment that is integrated through ubiquitous
technology and literature within the content area.
The program, based on innovative instructional
practices for authentic learning, incorporates and
features:
● Teaching that is student-centered with the
instructor acting as a resource and guide.
● Integration of core academic coursework and
standards through thematic relationships and
dichotomies.
● Inquiry and project-based learning for exploring
themes.
● Extensive collaboration for student-produced
outcomes.
● A global perspective that cultivates
21st-century learners.
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“Choosing to come to the DLC has been the best
decision of my life so far!”
“Although academically challenging, at times, the
DLC provides everything necessary for me to
succeed. I highly recommend it!”
“There is always something new to learn, but it is
fun and engaging, even though it can be
challenging.”
“Even though the students come from all over, when
we are here, we are a family. I love it here!”

Paradise Valley Unified School District’s
Digital Learning Center
Middle School Gifted Program for Exceptional Students

Visit www.pvschools.net/gifted

 for more information

Teachers of the DLC
●

Integrate project and problem-based learning with
information technology and digital learning
processes into the curriculum.

Students of the DLC
●
●

Have a desire to investigate the social and
educational dimensions of information technology.
Embrace information technology and digital
learning processes.

Embedded Technology
●
●
●

●

Control pace of learning
Improve efficiency
Increased precision for the collection, analysis, and
interpretation of scientific data with Vernier digital
probeware and software
Video production and editing with iPads & Mac
stations

The DLC is a semi self-contained gifted program that
encourages creativity in a collaborative project- based
environment through fully integrated technology.

Coursework at the DLC
●

●

●
●

Literature, Social Studies, and Science in a Project
and Problem-Based Learning, cross-curricular
atmosphere.
Writing class — Our DLC writing teacher works
exclusively with the students in the DLC and
collaborates with the other DLC teachers to support
project-based learning with a unified team
approach.
Math class — MS or HS math placement (based on
previous math placement)
Depending upon the student's schedule, elective
options could include the following (some options
not available in seventh grade):
○ Foreign Language — Spanish and
Mandarin
○ Fine Arts — chorus, band, strings, art,
theater, or dance
○ Physical Education
○ Yearbook
○ GenYes
○ Student Aide
○ Culinary
○ Computer Applications

Teaching and learning at the DLC centers on the
students and their needs as gifted learners.
Gifted students’ learning needs are met through
differentiation, acceleration, and in-depth analysis of
content, provided in a rich, rigorous, and supportive
atmosphere.

