
 
         

 

   
                

             
          

 
             

            
            

              
           

              
              

 
             
             

          
   

 
           

                 
            

            
 

                
           

 
             
            

            

Gifted in Paradise Valley 
A Quarterly Newsletter for the Gifted Community in PVUSD 

Happy New Year! 
Whether you are the parent of a newly identified gifted student or a veteran with the 
gifted community in Paradise Valley, this quarterly newsletter is intended to keep you 
up to date with all the opportunities on the horizon! 

We are halfway through the 2018-2019 school year in Paradise Valley Unified School 
District and applications for next year's placements into our Self Contained Gifted 
Programs are available online. You can find applications for Gifted Preschool 
(accepted beginning Feb. 4 at 8:00 am), Self Contained Kindergarten (opened for 
applications Jan.7, 2019), Self Contained 1st through 6th-grade classes (opened 
October 1, 2018) and The Digital Learning Center (opened October 1, 2019). Access 
the forms and more detailed information at this link to our website. 

There continue to be many opportunities for gifted students, families and staff year 
round. In this issue, read about the Rubik's Cube Competition, Ugly Sweater Contest 
using Caesar's English Vocabulary, Preschool Universe, STEAM event, and upcoming 
Parent Night speakers. 

Our own gifted specialists, self-contained and cluster teachers had many opportunities 
to lead and learn throughout this school year. We are pleased to offer a wide range of 
classes for teachers throughout the school year, designed specifically to meet the 
needs of cluster teachers and expand the options available for professional learning. 

We are so proud of our own Karen Brown, Gifted Program Mentor, who received the 
2018 Master’s and Specialist Award from the National Association for Gifted 
Children! 
She was presented with this award at the annual national conference in Minneapolis, 
MN this past November. Dr. Dina Brulles, Karen Brown, Cheryl Gehres and 
self-contained classroom teacher, Susan Flores were all able to attend and presented 

https://www.pvschools.net/Page/6802


             
       

             
                

   
 

             
 

              
             

     
 

    
 

 
 

    
              

                

several sessions, sharing the significant work that occurs at PVUSD for gifted students 
to interested educators from across the country. 
The Arizona Association of Gifted and Talented (AAGT) Conference will be held in 
Phoenix on Feb. 7 and 8, 2019. Fifty two gifted teachers are attending and many of 
those are presenters. 

Paradise Valley USD is fortunate to have such a talented team of educators! 

The NAGC annual conference will be held in Albuquerque, NM Nov. 7-10, 2019. The 
conference includes a Family Day that is extremely beneficial! Learn more about the 
NAGC annual conference here. 

Have a wonderful 2019! 

Preschool Universe Information Night 
If you have a preschooler, be sure to check out the Preschool Universe opportunities 
offered in PVUSD! Learn more about it at the Preschool Universe at this link. 

https://www.nagc.org/
https://www.pvschools.net/preschooluniverse


 
 

     
   

 
 

        
       

        
      

     
          

    
 

 
 

 
            
      

 

               
 

            
                

      
             

             
      

            
       

            
           
     

             
        

             

How to Make Parent Teacher 
Conferences Worthwhile and 
Productive 

In this article, posted by the Davidson Institute 
and written by Arlene DeVries, questions are 
suggested for parents of gifted students to ask 
that will facilitate conversation and deepen 
understanding between school and home. 
Here is the link to the article as published in 
Parenting for High Potential 

http://www.davidsongifted.org/Search-Database/entry/A10296 

These questions are excellent ones to consider when planning to discuss your 
child's progress with their classroom teacher(s)! 

1. Does our child seem happy in school? What are his or her special interests and 
strengths? 

2. How does our child interact with others (age-level peers, older children, younger 
children, adults)? Is he or she perceived as a "know-it-all" and made fun of, or do 
others seek him or her out? 

3. Does the academic work seem challenging, or is it done with little effort? 
4. Are provisions made for students to learn at their own pace? Are assignments 

altered to accommodate abilities and interests? 
5. If our child participates in special gifted/talented experiences, is he or she 

expected to make up regular classroom work? 
6. How does our child feel about trying new things or making mistakes? 
7. Are there opportunities for critical and creative thinking and for problem-solving? 

How does our child respond? 
8. In what ways does our child show the ability to work independently, accept 

leadership roles, assume responsibility, and exhibit intellectual curiosity? 
9. What can we do to help our child develop his or her talents? 

http://www.davidsongifted.org/Search-Database/entry/A10296


         
   

 
 

       
           
              

               
             

              
   

 
  

             
             
       

               
      

           
             

   
             

              
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Are there appropriate after-school or summer enrichment opportunities available 
for our child? 

Excellent Gifted Parent Seminar topics coming up! 
Gifted Parent Night Seminars are scheduled monthly in collaboration with United 
Parent Council’s (UPC) gifted parent group. We are excited to offer you this series 
designed in response to parents’ requests. Join us to learn more about what the gifted 
identification tells us about how gifted children learn, feel, and thrive. All evening 
seminars are held at 6:00-7:30 PM in the Governing Board Room at the PVSchools 
District Administrative Center. 

Upcoming Topics: 
● “When Calvin Goes to Middle School” on Tuesday, Jan.15th with David 

Graham, Jr., a former gifted middle school teacher at the DLC, currently 
assistant principal at Fountain Hills High School. 

● "The 7 Challenges of the Gifted Child" on Tuesday, Feb. 26th with Tijl 
Koenderink, an international gifted speaker. 

● "They Say My Child Is Gifted… Now What?: Gifted Programming in 
PVSchools" on Tuesday, March 12th with Dr. Dina Brulles, Director of Gifted 
Services in PVUSD. 

Please see the attached flyer for session descriptions and speaker information. These 
will be advertised through your children’s teachers. All parents are invited. We hope to 
see you there! 

https://www.pvschools.net/cms/lib/AZ01902189/Centricity/Domain/74/UPC%20Seminars%20Flyer%2018-19%20Semester%201.pdf
https://www.pvschools.net/cms/lib/AZ01902189/Centricity/Domain/74/UPC%20Seminars%20Flyer%2018-19%20Semester%201.pdf


   
   

    
       

        
     

        
      

     
       
          

       
       

       
       

      
       
      

        
        

      
          

Who Says Vocabulary 
Isn’t Fun? 
December found the 4th-6th-grade 
students in design mode. The task, create 
an Ugly Sweater that depicts one of your 
Caesar’s English or Wordly Wise 
vocabulary words. To add to the fun a 
contest would determine the best Ugly 

Vocabulary Sweater. Students combed through 
their vocabulary lists searching for that perfect 
word. It had to be one that they could visualize 
and create that just right “UGLY” design. 
Students selected one of the sweater patterns 

provided and they just let their creative 
juices flow. The results were hilarious and 
truly award winning. Judging the contest 
was a challenge without equal. Instead of 
just one winner, six sweaters were 
chosen. Below are a few of the winning 
entries. All entries will be sent to Michael 
Clay Thompson, the author of Caesar’s 
English, we know he is going to love them. 



       
       

  
 

       
         

        
    

 
         
        

         
       

 
         

      
     

 
        

       
          

              
             

             
          

 

     
 

      
 

             
           

             
          

 

Karen Brown receives the 2018 Master’s and 
Specialist Award from the National Association for 
Gifted Children 

The Master’s and Specialist Award recognizes those 
who support gifted children in several areas while also 
furthering their own learning about the nature and 
needs of gifted students. 

“The NAGC awards program shines a light on those 
who are making a difference in supporting gifted 
children as they reach to achieve their personal best,” 
said M. René Islas, NAGC Executive Director. 

Ms. Brown was recognized at the NAGC 65th Annual 
Convention in Minneapolis, MN, November 15-18, 
2018 during the opening session. 

“Truly a master teacher and master trainer, Karen 
supports our school district's nearly sixty gifted 
teachers by designing curriculum, providing professional learning, and assisting with 
parent conferences to name just a few of her seemingly endless tasks,” said Dina 
Brulles, PVS Director of Gifted Education. “Karen is a passionate, driven, and highly 
skilled professional who eagerly steps forward to offer support and share her expertise 
so that our gifted teachers and their students can thrive.” 

Opportunities for Student Involvement Abound! 
PVSchools Hosts its Annual PVSTEAM Celebration 

PVSchools will host its annual PVSTEAM Celebration on Saturday, Jan. 26th from 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. at Paradise Valley High School. The PVSchools STEAM Celebration 
connects what students are taught in the classroom and ties it into real-world 
experiences with live demonstrations and performances for everyone to enjoy. 



        
 

 
 

  
  

    
    
      

   
 

          
 

    
   

  
    
    

   
 

               
              

     
 

      
 

   
 

           
               

      
        

    
   
    

    
  

At the event, there will be demonstrations, including: 

● Robotics 
● Ceramics 
● Beam deflection 
● Art displays 
● Elementary school STEM displays 
● Musical and dance performances 
● Fashion show for children and dogs 
● Rubik's Cube competitions 

Many community organizations will have booths at the event, including: 

● Alice Copper's Solid Rock 
● Musical Instrument Museum 
● Mayo Clinic 
● Maricopa County Air Quality 
● Paradise Valley Community College 
● Grand Canyon University 

The community is encouraged to attend this free event to see what’s happening in our 
classrooms across the district. We hope to see you there to support our elementary, 
middle, and high school students! 

View the PVSTEAM Celebration promotional video 

Rubik's Cube Competition 

Our students have been practicing for the upcoming Rubik's Cube Regional 
Competition. If your student might be interested in this, come out and cheer on the 
teams! The PVSTEAM event is concurrent. 
PVSTEAM - Paradise Valley USD Rubik's Cube Competition 
Saturday, January 26, 2019 
10:30AM - 2:30PM 
Paradise Valley High School 
3950 E Bell Road 
Phoenix, Arizona 

https://youtu.be/cG4CtrPE788


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

    
   

 
  

 
 

 

Meet our Director of Gifted Education, 
Dr. Dina Brulles 

I feel honored to serve as the district's Gifted Education 
Director, primarily because of our amazing teachers, mentors, 
and support staff, who share a passion to serve our gifted 
learners and their families. I thank you for trusting us to guide 
your gifted children in their learning paths.
 602-449-2000 
dbrulles@pvschools.net 

Meet our Gifted Mentor, Karen Brown 
I am the Gifted Program Mentor for PV Schools. I work extensively 
with teachers throughout the district to ensure that the instruction and 
curriculum provides the appropriate challenge and support for all 
students. I have been teaching for 30+ years and love the opportunity 
that this position offers me. 
602-449-6241 
karbrown@pvschools.net 

Meet our Editor and Gifted Cluster 
Coach, Cheryl Gehres 
I am fortunate to serve as the Gifted Cluster Coach here in 
Paradise Valley Schools. My intent is to support the talented 
team of professionals who teach gifted students in cluster 
classroom settings. In my 25th year as an educator, I thrive 
on opportunities to bring meaningful professional learning, 
resources, and communication tools to the forefront. 

As editor of both Gifted in Paradise Valley and Gifted Cluster 
Teaching in the 602, I welcome your feedback, questions, 
suggestions for topics, and announcements for events of 
interest to the gifted community. You can reach me via 
email or phone at the contact information here. 
602-449-6419 
cgehres@pvschools.net 

mailto:dbrulles@pvschools.net
mailto:karbrown@pvschools.net
mailto:cgehres@pvschools.net



