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Seminar 4: Tuesday, January 15, 2019
6:00-7:30 p.m.
District Administrative Center-Governing Board Room
Presenter: David Graham Jr.

“When Calvin Goes to Middle School”

You've learned how to navigate the world of elementary school with your gifted child, 
and then comes middle school, changing everything! More students? Multiple teachers? 
The transition from childhood to adolescence? All of this comes at once, and it can be a 
lot to take in. Have no fear, though; there is a hero to help us through this transition. By 
utilizing comics from Calvin and Hobbes, participants will learn the social and emotional 
needs of gifted middle school students, and understand ways that parents can best 
support their students as they transition to middle school.

About the Speaker: 
David Graham, Jr. formerly taught in the Digital Learning Center, a specialized gifted 
program for middle school students, in PVSchools, and is currently an Assistant 
Principal at Fountain Hills HS.  He earned his BS in Special Education and MA in Gifted 
Education. In addition, David teaches for ASU’s Master's program in Gifted Education. 
David presents on Pop Culture Integration, the social and emotional needs of gifted 
middle school students, and technology integration.

Seminar 5: Tuesday, February 26, 2019
6:00-7:30
District Administrative Center-Governing Board Room
Presenters: Tijl Koenderink
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“The 7 Challenges of the Gifted Child”

While being gifted can be fun and interesting, it does come with challenges, 
intellectually as well as socially and emotionally.  But what are those challenges and 
how do we deal with them as a parent?  This seminar describes seven main challenges 
that came up while working with thousands of parents. The concerns apply to gifted 
children worldwide and include ways to overcome a fixed mindset, how to use one’s 
memory, stay focused, and how to gain motivation for learning in school.  In a spirited 
presentation, Tijl will take you through the seven challenges and, most importantly, 
practical applications parents can use.

About the Speaker: 
Tijl Koenderink has been involved in hands-on gifted education for over 10 years in 
the Netherlands and throughout Europe. From setting up full-time gifted programs to a 
gifted dropout center. From parent training to setting up an innovative public school, he 
is looking at hands-on ways to make gifted kids thrive.

Seminar 6: Wednesday, May 8, 2019--DATE CHANGE
6:00-7:30
District Administrative Center-Governing Board Room
Presenter: Dr. Dina Brulles

“They Say My Child Is Gifted…Now What?: Gifted Programming in PVSchool”

Join Gifted Ed. Director, Dr. Brulles, as she provides an overview of the continuum of 
gifted services available in PV schools, Preschool through High School, and discusses 
the differences between public, charter and private school offerings for gifted students.  
Parents will gain insights into various program models to determine which services best 
fit their children’s distinctive needs.  Dr. Brulles will also discuss how the various 
programs support the social/emotional and academic needs of gifted learners.

About the Speaker:
Dina Brulles, Ph.D., is the PVSchools Director of Gifted Education where she has 
developed a continuum of gifted education programs, preschool through high school. 
She is also the Gifted Program Coordinator at ASU. Dina serves on the National 
Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) Board of Directors as the School District 
Representative. Dina was a co-recipient of the 2014 NAGC Gifted Coordinator Award 
and also NAGC Professional Development Network Award in 2013. Dina co-authored 
the books:  A Teacher’s Guide to Flexible Grouping and Collaborative Learning; 
Designing Gifted Education Programs: From Purpose to Implementation, Differentiated 
Lessons for All Learners; The Cluster Grouping Handbook; Teaching Gifted Kids in 
Today’s Classrooms; and Helping All Gifted Children Learn.
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