
  

 
 

 
 

  

      
   

        
          

        
          

           
 

           
          

        
            

For Immediate Release 

Media Contact: 
Becky Kelbaugh 
Communications Specialist 
Phone: 602-449-2009 
Email address: rkelbaugh@pvschools.net 

2 PV Elementary Schools Receive AEF A+ 
School of Excellence™ Award 

Desert Shadows Elementary School and Sonoran Sky Elementary School 
earned the A+ School of Excellence™ Award from the Arizona Educational 
Foundation (AEF). Desert Shadows Elementary School and Sonoran Sky 
Elementary School were two of 52 A+ Schools of Excellence™ award 
winners. 

This is the first time that Desert Shadows Elementary School has received 
the award. 

"Being recognized as an A+ School of Excellence™ is a tremendous honor 
for Desert Shadows Elementary. To earn this award, it took the 
accomplishments and dedication of our staff, students, parents, and 
community partners. It was a true team effort and everyone in the Desert 
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Shadows community can say they played a role," said Chad Caudle, 
principal at Desert Shadows Elementary School. 

Sonoran Sky Elementary has earned the coveted award three times -
2019, 2015, and 2004. 

"Being awarded with an A+ designation by the AEF is a wonderful 
recognition that validates the amazing hard work our staff, students and 
community do on campus everyday. Sonoran Sky is such a special place 
and we are very proud to be recognized as an A+ school," said Robert 
Dawson, principal at Sonoran Sky Elementary School. 

According to the AEF, the A+ Schools of Excellence™ is a comprehensive 
school assessment program that challenges school teams to work 
together to identify areas of excellence in teaching, learning, climate, 
community building, and leadership. A+ Schools are celebrated and 
recognized as outstanding. Earning the highly prestigious A+ designation 
spotlights the positive successes happening in public schools every day. 

Each school receives an award celebration at their school and will be 
presented with $500 and a banner designating it as an A+ School of 
Excellence™. 

North Canyon High School Receives National 
AVID Recognition 

North Canyon High School has been selected as a Schoolwide Site of 
Distinction by Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID), a 
nonprofit organization that provides educators with proven, real-world 
strategies to accelerate the performance of underrepresented students. 
An AVID Schoolwide Site of Distinction represents the highest level of AVID 
implementation demonstrating excellence in instructional practice and the 
promotion of college readiness schoolwide. Only 2 percent of AVID schools 
in the world are recognized as an AVID Schoolwide Site of Distinction. 

"AVID Schoolwide Site of Distinction showcases that North Canyon High 



              
           

            
           

    

          
      

         
  

      
 

        

           
           
           

          
         

           
           

           
           

          
            

             
          
        

    

             
   

           
        

       

School is a place where all students are given the tools they need to be 
successful in high school, post-high school education, and a career, as well 
as support all students in the pathway of applying for college and/or post-
high school training and financial aid," said Melissa Ganas, an AVID and 
Advanced Placement U.S. History teacher. 

This honor is awarded to AVID school campuses that have demonstrated 
outstanding commitment to their students. This distinction: 

Illustrates a commitment to equity and opportunity for all students 
on a campus. 
Promotes rigorous academic opportunities for students throughout 
the campus. 
Shows a commitment to superb instructional practices across the 
school. 

The faculty at North Canyon High School have established a culture across 
campus that sets high expectations for all students. "At North Canyon High 
School, we have about 360 students enrolled in 12 AVID elective sections. 
All students in our school are exposed to writing, inquiry, collaboration, 
organization, and reading (WICOR) strategies that support rigor in the 
classroom. We have eight AVID elective teachers, more than 62 percent of 
our staff has been AVID-trained and use these strategies in the classroom 
to promote college and career readiness for all students, not just those 
enrolled in the AVID elective course. An increase in rigor and student 
engagement is an impact of using AVID WICOR strategies in classes 
throughout the school and not just in the AVID elective," said Ms. Ganas. 

This isn't the first honor for North Canyon High School. In 2016, the school 
first received the Schoolwide Site of Distinction. Since 2014, North Canyon 
has been honored as an AVID National Demonstration School. 

PVSchools Purchases New Student Artwork 

Artwork by Grace Pease and Andrea Lopez-Cruz with Julie Bacon, Dr. Lee and the 
parents of the students. 

At the April 18th Governing Board meeting, 12 pieces of student artwork, 
including ceramic, collages, watercolors, pencils, and mixed media were 
added to PVSchools' permanent student art collection. 



          
         

        
            

      

         
  

        

        
        

        

        
        

        

        
        

        

         
         

            
          

           
     

          
      

      

"The PVSchools Permanent Art Collection is an important legacy of the 
accomplishments of our students and fine arts instructors. The Governing 
Board consistently demonstrates a commitment to educating the whole 
child and our fine arts programming is a significant point of pride for 
PVSchools," said Julie Bacon, Governing Board president. 

PVSchools purchased art pieces from the following elementary, middle and 
high school students: 

Russell Shope, a second-grade student at Indian Bend Elementary 
School 
Grace Pease, a third-grade student at Fireside Elementary School 
Leah Stipek, a fourth-grade student ay Desert Springs Preparatory 
School 
Gwyneth Chiara, a sixth-grade student at Pinnacle Peak Preparatory 
School 
Lauren Weiler, a seventh-grade student at Explorer Middle School 
Riley Boyle, an eighth-grade student at Desert Shadows Middle 
School 
Krystal Lopez, an eighth-grade student at Mountain Trails Middle 
School 
Ava Patruno, an eighth-grade student at Sunrise Middle School 
Karen Javelera-Morales, a 10th-grade student at North Canyon High 
School 
Andrea Lopez-Cruz, an 11-grade student at Paradise Valley High 
School 
Ashley Lovett, a 12th-grade student at Paradise Valley High School 
Alison Yeager, a 12th-grade student at North Canyon High School 

The artwork will be display in the Governing Board Room for three years 
before being distributed throughout the district. Each year, an art specialist, 
not associated with the district, is invited to adjudicate student artwork on 
display at the annual art festival. 

PVSchools began purchasing student artwork in the late 1980s and have 
more than 250 pieces in its collection. 

NVAA Dance Company Presents Step By Step 



           
              

        
           

             
    

         
            

           
        

         
   

      

           
         

            
           

      

The North Valley Arts Academies (NVAA) Dance Company will host a Step 
By Step on Friday, May 3rd at 7 p.m. in the Performing Arts Center at 
Shadow Mountain High School (get directions). The dance performance 
will feature students, guest artists, and faculty work. The cost (cash only) 
to attend is $5 for students and teachers, $10 for adults, and free for 
children under 5 years old. 

"Students from Desert Cove Elementary, Shea Middle School, and Shadow 
Mountain High School are gearing up for their show. We are putting the 
finishing touches on some amazing work as the excitement brews for an 
awesome show," said Emily Spranger, NVAA dance program specialist. 

Learn more about the NVAA program - Dance, Theater, Music 
Technology, and Visual Arts. 

About the Paradise Valley Unified School District 

For more than 100 years, Paradise Valley Unified School District (PVSchools) has 
consistently represented the best in Pre-K-12 education. PVSchools serves more 
than 31,000 elementary, middle and high school students in 45 schools located in 
northeast Phoenix and Scottsdale. The district extends from 7th Avenue to Pima 
Road, and Northern Avenue to Jomax Road. 
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