
 

  

 
 

 
 

  

      
 

     
     

     
     

      
      

       
  

    
      

       
     

     
    

    
      

      

          
         

           
       

          
            

     

           
         

         
             

         
      

For Immediate Release 

Media Contact: 
Becky Kelbaugh 
Communications Specialist 
Phone: 602-449-2009 
Email address: rkelbaugh@pvschools.net 

North Canyon High School Senior Named a 
Dell Scholar 

The Dell Scholarship makes college a 
reality for students who may not 
otherwise have the financial means to 
attend college. PVSchools is proud to 
announce that Rita Banegas, a senior at 
North Canyon High School, is a recipient 
of the Dell Scholar, which will enable her 
to attend college. 

"This scholarship provides me with 
access to college to pursue my dreams," 
said Rita. This fall, Rita will attend Arizona 
State University and major in Computer 
Science. The Dell Scholars program offers 
personalized, multifaceted support to our 
Scholars that extends beyond the 
financial support of $20,000 a year for 
four years, a laptop, and textbook credits. 

Rita learned about the Dell Scholar program during her Advancement Via 
Individual Determination (AVID) class at North Canyon High School. AVID's 
mission is to close the achievement gap by preparing all students for 
college readiness and success in a global society. 

"Rita is a phenomenal student. She is humble, talented, and determined. 
We are immensely proud of her," said Sally Henzel, an English and AVID 
teacher at North Canyon High School. 

According to the Dell Scholar website, the Michael & Susan Dell Foundation 
created the Dell Scholars to recognize and assist an underserved 
population - students in the academic middle from low-income households 
who are often among the first in their families to attend college. All Dell 
Scholars have overcome significant personal challenges in their pursuit of 
higher education. Learn more about Dell Scholar. 

Rita Banegas 

mailto:rkelbaugh@pvschools.net


      

       
    

           
          
         

         
        

          
          

         
 

           
          
            

        
         

         

Learn more about North Canyon High School. 

If Your Child Is Passionate About the Arts, 
Attend the NVAA Information Night 

If your child is passionate about dance, theater, music technology or visual 
arts, PVSchools provides an outlet for creative expression with the North 
Valley Arts Academies (NVAA). PVSchools offers a fully integrated arts 
education program in the Northeast Valley at Desert Cove Elementary 
School, Shea Middle School, and Shadow Mountain High School. 

Learn more about the NVAA program at our Information Night on 
Wednesday, April 3rd from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Performing Arts Center 
at Shadow Mountain High School. (Get directions to Shadow Mountain 
High School.) 

During the event, Norm Pratt, director of Fine Arts, will provide an 
overview of the program. Additionally, NVAA teachers will give parents and 
students a tour of the classrooms and facilities, as well as provide detailed 
information about each program and answer questions. Stacey Orest, 
principal at Desert Cove Elementary School; Scott Lawrence, principal at 
Shea Middle School; and David Appleman, principal at Shadow Mountain 



            
   

             
     

     

      
 

            
           

       

             
            
          

         
          

            
           

   

        

     
   

High School; will share the unique aspects of the NVAA program as it 
relates to their schools. 

RSVP isn't required to attend, and the event is open to parents residing in-
district and out of the district. 

Learn more about the NVAA program. 

PVSchools Hosts 11th Annual Empty Bowls in 
Paradise Sale 

PVSchools will host its 11th Annual Empty Bowls in Paradise Sale on 
Thursday, April 4th from 4-6:30 p.m. in the East/West Conference Rooms 
at the District Administrative Center (get directions). 

Empty Bowls is a charitable event that uses art as a means for social 
change. Student and faculty bowls will be on sale, and all proceeds are 
donated to the Paradise Valley Emergency Food Bank, an emergency food 
pantry that serves the families who reside within the PVSchools 
boundaries. Last year, the Empty Bowls in Paradise Sale raised $1,876. 

Empty Bowls is an international event that draws attention to the plight of 
the hungry and raises money to feed the hungry through a community-
based Arts project. 

Learn more about the Paradise Valley Emergency Food Bank. 

Join the PVSchools Governing Board for 
Bagels with the Board 
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As part of an ongoing effort to foster collegiality and promote 
transparency, the PVSchools Governing Board is pleased to announce the 
Bagels with the Board events. These events occur quarterly and are held 
at various schools throughout the district. 

The final Bagels with the Board for the 2018-19 school year will be held on 
Thursday, April 11th from 10-11 a.m. at North Ranch Elementary School. 
(Get directions to North Ranch). 

All members of the community are invited to attend this event to have an 
opportunity to talk with Governing Board members. Bagels and coffee will 
be provided. 

About the Paradise Valley Unified School District 

For more than 100 years, Paradise Valley Unified School District (PVSchools) has 
consistently represented the best in Pre-K-12 education. PVSchools serves more 
than 31,000 elementary, middle and high school students in 45 schools located in 
northeast Phoenix and Scottsdale. The district extends from 7th Avenue to Pima 
Road, and Northern Avenue to Jomax Road. 

PVSchools| 602 449 2000 | www.pvschools.net 






