
  

 
 

 
 

  

     
   

    

          
        

           
          

          
       
         

         

For Immediate Release 

Media Contact: 
Becky Kelbaugh 
Communications Specialist 
Phone: 602-449-2009 
Email address: rkelbaugh@pvschools.net 

Diana Cameron Receives the 2019 Maricopa 
County Exemplary Principals Award 

Diana Cameron and Steve Watson 

Diana Cameron, principal at Sandpiper Elementary School, is one of 11 
recipients of the 2019 Maricopa County Exemplary Principals Award. 

"It is an honor to recognize Diana Cameron as an Exemplary Principal.She 
has created a caring and supportive community that both attracts and 
retains teachers and staff. She has developed and grown a successful 
Spanish Immersion Program where students are thriving academically, 
socially and emotionally. Diana's positive approach is an example of 
leadership at its finest," said Maricopa County School Superintendent Steve 



           
         

         
           

           
        

           

              
           

              
         

         
 

        
      
        
  

      

           
          

  

      
    

          

          
          

      

           
           
           
           
            

          

Watson. 

There are 1,100 principals in Maricopa County and from that number, 50 
principals were selected based on student growth data. The Maricopa 
County School Superintendent office reached out to superintendents for a 
statement of support and retention data. From there, it was narrowed to 
31 principals who were invited to apply. There were multiple phases that 
included individual applications, teacher surveys, video interviews, and site 
visits. The selection was narrowed down to 11 principals who are being 
awarded. 

"I work really hard as all principals do, but I work to really have a 
relationship with my staff and to support them in every way possible. 
When you are honored for what you put so much of your heart and soul 
into, it means so much to you," said Ms. Cameron. 
The Maricopa County Exemplary Principal Award is presented to school 
leaders who: 

Exemplify practices and leadership (during the past three school 
years) that contribute to improved student learning. 
Involve staff, parents, and community members in developing an 
effective school culture. 
Have a history of high teacher retention. 

Ms. Cameron has been an educator for 39 years. She joined the 
PVSchools family in 2008 and has been principal at Sandpiper Elementary 
School since 2015. 

5 Horizon High School Students Earn AA 
Degrees Before High School Diplomas 

Meghan Schultz, Gabriel Brand, Talon Tucker, Kaitlyn Fry, and Jared Esquibel 

Before they even receive their high school diploma, five Horizon High 
School students have earned their Associate of Arts degree through the 
Dual Enrollment program at Rio Salado College. 

On May 2nd, Meghan Schultz, Gabriel Brand, Talon Tucker, Kaitlyn Fry, and 
Jared Esquibel received their AA degree from Rio Salado College. Their hard 
work and determination has paid off. Now, they will enter college two 
years ahead of their peers. Dual Enrollment allows students to earn high 
school and college credit at the same time. In some cases, students can 
earn an associate's degree by the time they finish high school. 



  

           
          

            
            

    

           
           

              
               

            
            
          

          
             
              

           

            
             

              
            

          

     
      

    

      

           
          

About the Graduates 

Jared Esquibel plans to attend Grand Canyon University in the fall. "I 
decided to participate in the Dual Enrollment program because the classes 
are no different than the regular ones and finishing all the dual credits 
completely would give me an Associate Degree and set me up great for 
my future career," said Jared. 

Kaitlyn Fry will attend the University of Dallas to study their business 
program and to participate on their track and basketball team. "I decided 
to be a part of the Dual Enrollment Program to complete my AA degree. I 
wanted to earn my AA degree while I was in high school so that I was 
ahead in college to graduate earlier and pursue my dream of owning my 
own business earlier in life. It was an amazing opportunity to take classes 
that I would have already taken for college credit," said Kaitlyn. 

Gabriel Brand is planning to attend Northern Arizona University (NAU) in 
the fall. "I chose dual enrollment because it is a great opportunity to get 
two years of college out of the way, so I don't have to retake college 
classes. Also is makes college easier to complete and is cheaper," said 
Gabriel. 

Meghan Schultz will attend NAU. "I chose to do dual enrollment because I 
thought it was a great opportunity to get ahead in my education. I didn't 
want to retake the classes I'm taking in high school, so I figured I would 
get college credit for them, as well as high school credit," said Meghan. 

The students will graduate from Horizon High School on May 23rd. 

3 Paradise Valley High School Students 
Honored at 2019 Outstanding Young Man and 
Woman of the Year Banquet 

Brian Mecinas, Mac McGraw, and Genevieve Craven 

Genevieve Craven, Mac McGraw, and Brian Mecinas are three of the 16 
high school students selected as 2019 Outstanding Young Men and Young 



             
           
        

          
        

          
   

           
          

         
             

           
              

          
      

         
         
          

            
          

     
    

  

    

         
         
        

Women of the Year by the City of Phoenix for their individual city council 
district. At the awards banquet on May 10th, Genevieve was named the 
Citywide Young Woman of the Year and received $1,500. 

The Outstanding Young Man and Young Woman of the Year program 
recognizes and honors the outstanding achievements of young people, 
enhances the perception of youth and raises community awareness of the 
positive contributions of youth. 

"Paradise Valley High School could not be more proud of our three 
students who are receiving these awards from the City of Phoenix. 
Genevieve, Brian, and Mac are excellent representatives of Paradise Valley 
High School and our culture of PRIDE. They excel in the classroom and the 
community. Between the three of them, they impact every part of our 
school in a positive way. I am so proud of all they have accomplished and 
honored that they chose to become Paradise Valley Trojans," said Ian 
Deonise, principal at Paradise Valley High School. 

The students applied, wrote an essay describing their commitment to 
excellence in the community, and submitted a recommendation letter. All 
applications were reviewed and scored. The top applicants were invited for 
an interview and the winners were selected from this interview. This year, 
nearly 100 students attending high school in Phoenix applied for this 
award. 

2 PVSchools Teachers Selected to Participate 
on the Maricopa County Superintendent 
Teacher Advisory Team 

Leslie Wickens and Patricia Mastropolo 

Leslie Wickens, a kindergarten teacher at Cactus View Elementary School, 
and Patricia Mastropolo, an English teacher at Greenway Middle School, 
were selected to participate on the Maricopa County Superintendent 



        

          
         

       
           

       

           
            
           

       

         

  
  
  

   

           
         
  

          
          

         

       

            

Teacher Advisory Team (STAT) for the 2019-20 school year. 

STAT is an initiative of Steve Watson, the Maricopa County School 
Superintendent, with the purpose of increasing teacher voice and include 
classroom perspective during discussions about education practice and 
policy. STAT meets quarterly and will discuss topics such as school funding 
priorities, teacher retention strategies and accessibility of instructional 
resources. 

"I am thrilled to be a part of the 2019-2020 Superintendent's Teacher 
Advisory Team. It is a wonderful opportunity to be able to advocate for 
educators in Maricopa County and have their voices heard on critical issues 
affecting all facets of education," said Ms. Mastropolo. 

STAT meets quarterly for discussion around important topics such as: 

Educator advocacy strategies 
School funding priorities 
Teacher retention strategies 
Accessibility of instructional resources 

"I look forward to the opportunity to represent teacher's voices and being 
able to speak with practical knowledge about early childhood education," 
said Ms. Wickens. 

Teacher representatives are chosen each school year by an application and 
interview process. The process is intended to ensure the team includes 
perspectives and experiences that represent as many teachers as possible. 

NVAA Hosts 2nd Annual Phoenix Fine Arts Fest 

The North Valley Arts Academies (NVAA) will host a Phoenix Fine Arts Fest 
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on Friday, May 17th from 4-8 p.m. at Shadow Mountain High School (get 
directions). 

The festival is planned and led by student artists from the three NVAA 
schools - Desert Cove Elementary School, Shea Middle School and 
Shadow Mountain High School, and includes artwork and performances 
from both NVAA and non-NVAA students. This free event is open to the 
public and will include art, performances and hands-on family-friendly art 
activities for all ages. 

Activities will include: 

Three art galleries, which will feature 100 pieces of art, including 
photography, 2D and 3D. 

Four hours of student performances, including vocal, instrumental, 
dance, theater, film and interdisciplinary. Performances include solo, 
duo, small group and large group combinations. Performances will 
take place at various locations throughout the campus. 

A variety of student-run workshops on topics such as music 
technology, visual arts, theater, dance and performance. 

Family-friendly activity center with booths and hands-on projects, 
including face painting, arts and crafts, club and student group 
booths. 

Food trucks will be onsite, including Aioli Food Truck, Modern Tortilla, 
Frosted Frenzy Cupcakes and Kona Ice. 

The Phoenix Arts Fest is partially funded by the Youth Engagement Project 
Grant, which was awarded by the City of Phoenix's Office of Arts and 
Culture. 

Learn more about the NVAA program. 

About the Paradise Valley Unified School District 

For more than 100 years, Paradise Valley Unified School District (PVSchools) has 
consistently represented the best in Pre-K-12 education. PVSchools serves more 
than 31,000 elementary, middle and high school students in 45 schools located in 
northeast Phoenix and Scottsdale. The district extends from 7th Avenue to Pima 
Road, and Northern Avenue to Jomax Road. 

PVSchools| 602 449 2000 | www.pvschools.net 




